25X1X made an attack |zt Providencia in Antioquia

— Approved For Release 2001/11/20 : CIA-RDP80-00809A006500080014-5

Approved For Release 2001/11/20 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000500080014-5

U.S, Officials Only

CONFIDENTIAL
SECURITY INFORMAT|ION

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY

INFORMATION REPORT

25X1A

COUNTRY Colombia

SUBJECT Conservative Party Spiit/Labor Unious
25X1A

PLACE ACQUIRED
{BY SOURCE)

CAS NO.
OCi NO.

DATE ACQUIRED
(BY SOURCE)

DATE (0¥ INFO,) DATE DISTR. € Jua 53

NO. OF PAGES 2

ARD 734, GF TME U.E. GOOK, 48 AWZINDLD. 17Y TAANSwISSION OR agvs. |
fLevion ar t7s convEmTe YO 08 @ TOAN UNALTNQRIZLD PEASON 1§
-p sppnig: e

NC. OF ENCLS,

i
v v an ¢ v

SUPP. T0

25X1X THIS 1S UNEVALUATED INFORMA.TION RE;PORT NO,

SQURCE

1. We 40 not believe that the health of leureanc Gomer would permit him to
resume his dQuties us presidant even 12 he wished to 4o so. : Howaver
he is the "power behind the throne” in the administration and Acting
25X1X  President Urdaneta 1o his puppet. Incidentally, the strongly Conserva-
tive, but pro~Ospine Perez, Medellin deily El Colombianovas supprassed
for thrae days trom 27 Apr 53 for printing this statement. } We had proof
of Preeident Gomez' authority on the weakend of 2/3 May. Guerrillus had

and we were trying to obtain military protection in
the ares. The local military were reluctant to move without orders from
Bogota and bacause it was a weekend we could not reach any of the compotent

25X1X authorities there. Our Il ropresentative therofore called President

Gomez on the telephone and explained the situation. The President under-
took to do the necessary and the desired orders were 1anuo¢ the same dny,.

2. The Conservative party appears to be hopelessly split 1ntarbally between
supporters of the administration and thosge of former prosident Qgpipa
Perez, the cdministration adherents representing the exireme right wing
of the party and the Ospina supporters the more llberal slements, Cone
pervatives in Antioguia, and especially in Medellin, vwho are mads up
principally of inductrialists and merchants, support Ospina. For dusiness
reagons, they are desperately anxious to see normal conditions restored
and believs Ospine might te able to heal the breach botween Conservativas
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and Liberals. They recall that Oapina

bipartisan government when he was pres
3. We do not see any reason to expect the Pr Tgcvernmnnt Conaervatives to
accept Ospilua. Gomez made his first public appearance in mobnths to ;
deliver a speech on (or about) 20 Apr \5 in which he belittled in sar-
castic words Ospina's administration Sn chievementa. Colomblans sel-
dom change their politics and it would |b‘ unrea.listic to expect Osbiua
to receive active Liberal support but it ; & more' probable that he would

recelve passive support from many LibefaIﬁ than that he would be supported

bty the Gomez faction. H i l

L. While the industrialists and merchants :Ln Medellin are Conaervativea, there
is & large Liberal element made up of ‘qmp:l..oyees and workers in the‘ plants;
and the rurel areas of Antiogquia are predominantly Liberal. The par’cy
organization in Medellin, however, has d.isintegra.ted, and there are no
signs as yet [pr-Mﬂy 5 cf its being rebuilt. ‘ ;

neports current in the ruial areac

T the govermment in a move to restore

the rural areas afflicted by ithe

in! Bogota or in Medellin to suggest

25X1A 5. We have noted elsewhere
of Antioquia that the army may take over
order. Such a move would be popular inm.
present disorders but we heard nothing
any real likelihood of such a developme

nt‘[ i
; \

g tﬁe past year /May 52 - May 537/.

6. We have had no labor difficulties dw-in
This may be because we have been reducing‘ ‘ntaff and naturally have! eliminated
malcontents. Our company unions are atill’ vaguely affiliated with Confedera-
cion Trabajadores de Colombia [6‘1‘27 . The COneervative Union 'I‘raba.jadores
de Colombia /UTC/, backed by the church, ia actively proselytizing|and is
slovwly geining adherents from CTC. The' Arsentine sponsored ATIAS P

does not eppear to ‘have had any success in Colombie.
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